FIRST OVER EVEREST
Let Blacker, chief observer in the Houston-Westland, tell the
story in his own words.
"A few minutes after we left the ground I had to busy
myself with my routine duties. At the start of all high-altitude
flights, a number of vital checks must be made, and to avoid
the chance of omitting any I had compiled a list.1 No less than
forty-six separate jobs were included, and though each one was
trifling in itself none could be omitted without risk to the
eventual success of the work. It was the more necessary to
prepare such a list since we were inhaling oxygen the whole
time, and one of its effects on the human mind seems to be to
create a tendency to concentrate on the idea or task that is
uppermost to the exclusion of everything else. As most of the
forty-six tasks were small details, it was all the more necessary
to have them down in writing so that each observer could
consult his list at any particular time during the flight, and thus
ensure that every piece of work had been done by the appropri-
ate time. The flight might be ruined, for instance, by omission
to remove the caps from the lenses of all the cameras, and in this
dusty climate they had to be left on till the last moment.
"The leading aircraftman photographer was responsible in
the programme for removing all these caps, counting them and
reporting to the observer the moment before the chocks were
removed from the wheels.
"Everything passed off without incident as the two great
machines soared up through the ha?e over the brown plains,
except that just for a moment the dynamo refused, as elec-
tricians put it, to build up. This is a temperamentalism to which
all dynamos are liable. So, almost in a panic, I had to take off
the cover of the cut-out of the electrical system, undo the screws
with my thumbnail, pressing the platinum contacts together
by hand. All was well, the generator behaved perfectly through-
out the flight, and a supply of current kept us warm from first
to last.
"By the time the initial batch of these tests was completed
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